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O thievifti nigftt. 

Why {hould’ft thou but for feme felonious end 
In thy dark lanthorn thus clofe up the ftars, ’ 

That nature hung in heav’n, and fill’d their lamps 
vVLth everlafting oil, to give due Iio-ht 
To the mijled and lonely traveller ? 

What can they teach and not mijlead: 

Ignorant of themfelves, of God much more? 

Thou who haft taught me to forgive the ill, 

And recompenfe, as friends, the good mijled y 

If mercy be a precept of thy will. 

Return that mercy on thy fervant’s head. _, 

The imagination, which is of Ample perception, doth 
never of itfelf, and direCtly, mijlead us ; yet it is the almoft 
fatal ^means of our deception. Glanville’s Seep. 

Whatever neceffity determines to the purfuit of real blifs, 
the fame neceftity eftablifties fufpence, and ferutiny of each 
fucceffive defire, whether the fatisfa&ion of it does not inter¬ 
fere with our true happinefs, and mijlead us from it. Locke. 

’Tis hard to fay, if greater want of -flail 
Appear in Writing or in judging ill: 

But of the two lefs dang’rous is th’ offence 

To tire our patience, than mijlead our fenfe. Pope, 

Misle'ader. n. f. [from mijlead .] One that leads to ill. 

When thou doft hear I am as I have been, 

Approach me, and thou {halt be as thou waff. 

The tutor and the feeder of my riots; 

Till then I banifh thee on pain of death. 

As I have done the reft of my mijleaders. Shakefpeare. 
They have difclaimed and abandoned thofe heretical phan- 
tafies touching our Saviour, wherein by their ?nijleaders they 
had been anciently plunged. Brerewood oh Languages. 

To Misli'ke. v. a. [mis and liked] To difapprove ; to be not 
pleafed with ; to diflike. 

It was hard to fay, whether he more liked his doings, or 
mijliked the effeCI of his doings. Sidney. 

Tertullian was not deceived in the nature of the place; 
but Aquinas, who mijliked this opinion, followed a worfe. 

Raleigh’s Hifl. of the World. 

Judge not the preacher, for he is thy judge : 

If thou mijlike him, thou conceiv’ft him not. Herbert. 

MisiTke. n.f [from the verb.] Difapprobation; diftafte. 

Setting your fcorns and your mijlike afide, 

Tell me fome reafon, why the lady Gray 

Should not Become my wife. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

Their angry geftures with mifike difclofe. 

How much his fpeech offends their noble ears. Fairfax. 

Misli'ker. n.f. [from mijlike.] One that difapproves. 

Open flatterers of great men,-privy mifikers of good men, 
fair fpeakers with fmiling countenances. Jfcham. 

Mi'slen. n.f [corrupted from mifcellane.] Mixed corn: as, 
wheat and rie. 

They commonly fow thofe lands with wheat, miflen, and 
b arl ey. Mortimer’s. Hufbandry. 

To Mi'sle. v.n. [from mijl.] To rain in imperceptible drops, 
like a thick mift : properly ?nijlle. 

Ynough, thou mourned haft, 

Now ginnes to mizzle y hie we homeward faft. Spenfer. 
The very fmall drops of a mifling rain defeending through 
a freezing air, do each of them {hoot into one of thofe 
figured icicles. Grew’s Cofmol. h. i. 

"This cold precipitates the vapours either in dews, or, if 
the vapours more copioufly afeend, they are condenfed into 
mifling , or into fliowers of fmall rain, falling in numerous, 
thick, fmall drops. Derham’s Phyflco-Theol. 

In mifling days when I my threlher heard, 

With nappy beer I to the barn repair’d. Gay s Pajlorals. 

To Misli've. v. n. [mis and live, j To live ill. 

Should not thilke God, that gave him that good, 

Eke cherifti his child if in his ways he flood, 

For if he miflive in leudnefs and luft. 

Little hoots all the wealth and the truft. Spenfer’s Pajl. 

To Mismanage, v. a. [mis and manage.] To manage ill. 
The debates of moft princes councils would be in danger 
to be mifmanaged. , fince thofe who have a great ftroke in them 
are not always perfedly knowing in the forms , of fyllo|frm 

Mismanagement, n.f. ][mis and management.'] Ill manage- 

ment; ill conduct. ...... . 

It is malmanagement more than want of abilities, t a me 

have reafon to complain of in thofe that differ from t ^ e f n * 

Locke. 


What at my years forfaker.! had I 
Ugly, or old, mifmatcht to my defires, 

My natural defeCts had taught me 
- To fet me down contented? Southern’s Spartan Damt 

1 o Misna'me. v. a. [mu and name.] To call by the wron» 
name. is 


. 1 he ? make one man ’ s ^ncies, or perhaps failings, confining 

laws to others, and convey them as fuch to their fucceeders 
who are bold to mifhame all unobfequioufnefs to their incovi- 

taHCV. nrp.llimntirin T> 7 , » 


.... „ 

other act vacated by a wrong name. 1 

To Misobse'rve. v. a. [mis and obferve.] Not to obferve ac¬ 
curately. 

They underftand it as early as they do language; and, if 
I mifobferve not, they love to be treated as rational creatures 
fooner than is imagined.^ Locke on Education. 

Misogamist. n.f. [/amtm and yd^®*.] A marriage hater. 

Miso'gyny. n. f. [y.i(ru and yvvri.] Hatred of women. 

To Miso'rder. v. a. [mis and order. ] To conduCI ill; to ma¬ 
nage irregularly. 

If the child mifs either in forgetting a word, or miforder - 
ing the fentence, I would not have the mafter frown. Jfcham. 

Yet few of them come to any great age, by reafon of their 
mifordered life when they were young. Jfcham. 

The time miforder d doth in common fenfe 

Crowd us, and crulh us to this monftrous form, 

To hold our fafety up. Shakefp. Henry IV. p. if. 

Miso'rder. n.'f [from the verb.] Irregularity; diforderly pro¬ 
ceedings. 

When news was brought to Richard the fecond, that his 
uncles, who fought to reform the miforders of his counfel- 
lors, were affembled in a wood near unto the court, merrily 
demanded of one Sir Hugh a Linne, who had been a good 
military man, but was then fomewhat diftraught of his wits, 
what he would advife him to do? Iffue out, quoth Sir Hugh, 
and flay them every mother’s fon; and wheii thou haft fo 
done, thou haft killed all the faithful friends thou haft in 
England. Camden’s Remains. 

Miso'rderey. adj. [from miforder.'] Irregular. 

His over-much fearing of you drives him to feek fo-me mifl 
orderly fliift, to be helped by fome other book, or to be 
prompted by fome other fcholar. Jfcham’s Schoolmajler. 

To Mispe'l. v. a. [mis and fpell.] To fpell wrong. 

She became a profeft enemy to the arts and fciences, and 
fcarce ever wrote a letter to him without wilfully mifpelling 
his name. Spectator, N°. 635. 

To Mispend. v. a. preterite and part, paffxve mifpent. [mis 
and fp end.] 

1. To fpend ill; to wafte; to confume to no purpofe; to throw 


away. 


What a deal of cold bufinefs doth a man mifpehd the bet¬ 
ter part of life in ? In fcattering compliments, tendering vifits, 
gathering and venting news. Benj. Johnfon’s Dtfcmry. 

Firft guilty confcience does the mirrour bring, 

Then {harp remorfe {hoots out her angry fling ; 

And anxious thoughts, within themfelves at ftrife. 
Upbraid the long mifpent , luxurious life. Dryden: 

I this writer’s want of fenfe arraign, 1 

Treat all his empty pages with difdain,. r 

And think a grave reply mifpent and vain. Blackmore. j 
He who has lived with the greateft care will find, upon a 
review of his time, that he has fomething to redeem; but he 
who has mifpent much has ftill a greater concern. Rogers. 

Wife men retrieve, as far as they are able, every mjpent 
or unprofitable hour which has flipped from them. Rogers. 

2. To wafte, with the reciprocal pronoun. 

Now let the arched knife their thirfty limbs 
Diffever, for the genial moifture due 
To apples, otherwife mifpends itfelf 
In barren twigs. , 

Mispe'nder. n.f. [from mifpend.] One who fpends 


I very” much fufpecl the excellency of thofe mens par 
who are diflolute, and carelefs mifpenders of ^™ s ^ifceL 


Mispersua'sion. n.f [mis and perfuaflon.] 
falfe opinioh. 


Wrong notion; 


The falls of fav’rites, projedls of the great, 

Of old mifmanagements y taxations new. 

All neither wholly falfe, nor wholly true. _ °P e ' 

To Misma'rk. v. a. [mis and mark.] T o mark with the wrong 

° Things are mifmarked in contemplation and life for want 
• of application 0/integrity. Collier on human Reafin. 

To Mismatch, v. a. [mis and match.] To match uni 


sZZifierfuafans concerning the Divine 
to the corrupting mens manners. J J , 

To MisplA'ce. v. a. [mis and place.] To put in a wrongp 
I’ll have this crown of mine cut frommy , « 
Before I’ll fee the crown fo foul miff lac d. Shakefp 

What little arts govern the world ! we need not 
An armed enemy or corrupted friend, 

When fervice but mifplac’d, or love mlftak ^ w , Sop f. 
Performs the work. , , rr m f 

Is a man betrayed by fuch a S ents f and fo re- 

placed his confidence, took hypocrify or K SermM ! - 

lied upon the fervices of a pack of villams. South t hern 
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a little mifplaeed charity; we, who could 
n-ri ? Jttcrbuns Sermons. 
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Shakefpeare 


To Mispo'int. v. a. [mis and point.] 

T^S n tf n Sometimes it fignifies miftaken, from 
the French verb mefprendre ; fometimes undervalued or^ dif 
dained^From the French verb meprifer. Hanmer. It is m 
both fenfes wholly obfolete. 

1. To miftake. * ., , , 

You fpend your paflion on a mifpris d mood 5 

I am not guilty of Lyfander’s blood. Shakefp 

2. To flight; to fcorn; to defpife. . , 

He’s fo much in the heart of the world, and efpecially of 
my own people who beft know him, that I am altogether 
Jprifed. ... , Shakefp. As you like it. 

Pluck indignation on thy head; 

By the mifpriflng of a maid, too virtuous 

Fof the contempt of empire. 

Misprision, n.f [from mifprife.] 

i. Scorn; contempt. 

Here take her hand, 

Proud fcornful boy, unworthy this good gift! 

That doth in vile mifprifion {hackle up 

My love, and her delerf. Shakefpeare. 

%. Miftake; mifconception. 

Thou haft miftaken quite, 

And laid thy love juice on fome true love’s fight; 

Of thy mifprifion muft perforce enfue 

Some true love turn’d, and not a falfe turn’d true. Shakefp. 

We feel fuch or fuch a fentiment within us, and herein is 
no cheat or mifprifion ; it is truly to, and our fenfe concludes 
nothing of its rife. Glanville s Seep. 

3. [In common law.] It fignifies neglect, negligence, or over¬ 

fight. Mifprifion of treai'on is the concealment, or not dif- 
clcfing, of known treafon ; for the which the offenders are 
to fuffer imprifonment during the king’s pleafure, lofe their 
goods and the profits of their lands during their lives. Mif- 
priflon of felony, is the letting any perfon, committed for 
treafon or felony, or fufpicion of either, to go before he be 
inditfted. Cowel. 

To Mispropo'rtion. v. a. [mis and proportion.] To join 
without due proportion. 

Mispro^d. adj. [mis and proud.] Vitioufly proud. Obfolete. 

Now I fall, thy tough commixtures melt. 

Impairing Henry, ftrength’ning mifproud York. Shakefp. 

To Misquo'te. v. a. [mis and quote.] To quote falfly. 

Look how we can, or fad, or merrily, 

Interpretation will mifquote our looks. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

After all the care I have taken, there may be feveral paf- 
fages mifquotcd. Jrbuthnot on Coins. 

To IVIisrkci'te. v.a. [mis'and recite.] To recite not accord¬ 
ing to the truth. 

Fie mifrecites the argument, and denies the confequence, 
which is clear. Bijhop Bramhall againji Hobbes. 

To Misre'ckon. v. a. [mis and reckon.] To reckon wrong; 
to compute wrong. 

Whoever finds a miftake in the Turn total, muft allow him- 
felf out, though after repeated trials he may not fee in which 
article he has mifreckoncd. Swift. 

To Misrei.aYe. v. a. [mis and relate.] To relate inaccurately 
or falfly. 

To latisfy me that he mifrclated not the experiment, he 
brought two or three fmall pipes of glafs, which gave me the 
opportunity of trying it. Boyle. 

MisrelaTion. n. f [from m[frelate.] Falfe or inaccurate nar¬ 
rative. 

Mine aim was only to prefs home thofe things in writing, 
which had been agitated between us by word of mouth; °a 
courfe much to be preferred before verbal conferences, as be¬ 
ing lefs lubjedt to miftakes and miJ'relations y and wherein pa- 
ralogftms are more quickly dete&ed. Bijhop Bramhall. 

I o ALsreme'mber. v. a. [mis and remember.] To miftake bv 
trufting to memory. 

If I much mtfremember not, I had fuch a fpirit from peas 
^ept long enough to lofe their verdure. Boyle. 

I o Misrepo'rt. v. a. [mis and report.] To give a falfe ac¬ 
count ot; to give an account difadvantageous and falfe 

His dodlrine was mfreported , as though he had everv- 
wherc preached this, not only concerning the Gentiles, but 
alfo touching the Jews. ^ ^ 

A man that never vet 


Denham. 
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As by flattery a man is ufually brought to open Ins kofom 
to his mortal enemy, fo by detraction, and ^ ^nderous ^ 
report of perfons, he is often brought to {hut the fame eveil 
to his beft and trweft friends. , SoutBs Sermons . 

To Misrepresent, v. a. [niis and reprefent.] To reprefent 
not as it is ; to falftfy to difadvantage : mis often ligmiies 
not only error, but malice or mifehief. . . , 

Two qualities neceflary to a reader before his judgment 
fiiould be allowed are, common honefty and common fenfe ; 
and that no man could have mifreprefented that paragraph, 
unlefs he were utterly deftitute of one or both. Swift - 

While it is fo difficult to learn the fpnngs of iome fadts, 
and fo eafy to forget the circumftances of others, it is no 
wonder they ffiould be fo grofly mifreprefented to the pubhek 
by curious and inquifitive heads, who proceed altogether upon 
conjeflures. Sws/l. 

Misrepresentation, n.f. [from mifreprefent.] 

1. The adl of mifreprefenting. 

They have prevailed by mifreprefentations , and other arti¬ 
fices, to make the fucceffor look upon them as the only per¬ 
fons he can truft. Swift. 

2. Account malicioufly ffilfe. 

Since I have {hewn him his foul miftakes and injurious 
jnifrcpreJ'entations , it will become him publickly to own and 
retraeft them. Atterbury. 

Misru'le. n.f. [mis and rule.] Tumult; confufion; revel; 
unjuft domination. 

In the portal plac’d, the heav’n-born maid. 

Enormous riot, and jnifrule furvey’d. 

And through his airy hall the loud mifrule 
Of driving tempeft, is for ever heard. 

Miss, n.f [contracted from ?niflrefs. Bailey.] 

The term of honour to a young girl. 

Where there are little mafters and mljfes in a houfe, they 
are great impediments to the diverfions of the fervants. Sw • 
A ftrumpet; a concubine ; a whore ; a proftitute. 

All women would be of one piece. 

The virtuous matron and the mifs. Hudibras, p. iii. 

This gentle cock, for folace of his life. 

Six miffes had befides his lawful wife. Dryden . 

To Miss. v. a. [ mijfen , Dutch and German.] MiJJ'ed preter* 
mijl part. 

1. Not to hit by the mind ; to miftake. 

Nor can I mifs the way, fo ftrongly drawn 
By this new-felt attraction, and inftiriCf. 

2. Not to hit by manual aim. 

The life you boafted to your jav Tin giv’n. 

Prince, you have mifs'd. 

3. To fail of obtaining. 

If {lie defired above all things to have Orgalus, Ore;alu$ 
feared nothing but to mifs Parthenia, , Sidney. 

So may I, blind fortune leading me, 

Mifs that, which one unworthier may attain ; 

And die with grieving. Shake]] . Merchant of Venice. 

Where {hall a maid’s diftra&ed heart find reft, 

If {he can mifs it in her lover’s breaft ? Dryden. 

When a man miffes his great end, happinefs, he will ac¬ 
knowledge he judged not right. Loch. 

4. To difeover fomething to be unexpectedly wanting* 

Without him I found a weaknefs, and 'a miftruftfulnefs of 
myfelf, as one ftrayed from his beft ftrength, when at any 
time I miffed him. sid J 

In vain have I kept all that this fellow hath in the wilder- 
nefs, fo that nothing was miffed. x Sam. xxv. 21. 

5. I o be without. 


1. 


2. 


Milton. 


Pope . 


We cannot mifs him ; he does make our fire, 

__ 1 


6 . 


Shakefpeare’s Tempeji. 


{J nor a 


Fetch in our wood. 

To omit. 

She would never mifs one day, 

A walk lo fine, a fight fo gay. 

To perceive want of. 

Ady redoubl’d love and care. 

May ever tend about thee to old age 

With all things grateful cheat’d, and fo fupply’d, 

That what by me thou hall loft thou lead fhalt mif. Milt 

; t hnJ °,^iil fi L m ’ fmCer<:friend > “H the reft 


South’s Sermons. 


1. 


id, as he vouches, mifreport your grace. Shakefpeare. 
1 he wrong judgment that mifleads us, and makes the will 
often fallen on the worfe fide, lies in mfreportiJ unon the 
various comparifons of thefe. • J F g p0 ^ j 

Misrepo'rt. n.f. [from the verb.] Falfe account • falfe ^Td 
malicious reprefentation. omit, rane and 

n . TVe defend him not, 

Unly defire to know his crime: ’tis poffible 
At may be fome miftake or mifreport , 

>-ome falfe fuggeftion, or malicious fcandal. 


without miffmg them. 

To ALss. v. n. 

To fly wide ; not to hit. 

_ Flying bullets now 
i o execute his rage, appear too flow, 

Nit t e o y f^ee 0 d. fWeCP bUt C ° mm0n fOUk ^ 

The general root of fuperftition is tW m^r, k r i 

things hit, and not when they mils Ja Z Z™ When 
thp nnp. on a c^r .—* __j r y J ? an< ^ Commit to memory 


2. 


the one and forget and pafs XT 


To fail; to miftake. 

To be loft; to be wanting. 
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Shakefp. Cymbeline. 
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